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These were the magicians and astrologers, who,
by his directions, were instructed what ceremonies,
what rites, what manner of worship to offer to their
gods; and as they consulted the magicians for the
institution of their worship, so, in a few ages after,
the magicians or southsayers were their priests, and
their priests were all magicians and southsayers.
Hence the aruspices, the sacrificers, and the priests
of the several temples, where answers were given to
questions, events predicted, and the like, were the
givers of those answers from the oracle; that is?
In plain English, the priests were magicians, and
the magicians were the priests, and the Devil
brought witchcraft and idolatry to be at last but
one science.

As he corresponded personally with Ali Albraha-
zen, and the old Arab, in the infancy of time, and
when his kingdom was, as it were, but just erecting
and setting up in the world, so when that personal
correspondence appeared successful in setting up
Idolatry, he made it equally useful for the propagat-
ing it, and the magicians became priests in the tem-
ples of their gods.

Nothing could be more agreeable to the priests
of their idols, than this intimacy with the infernal
spirits; for the Devil, who was always his craft's
master, failed not as well to delude the priests them-
selves, as by them to impose upon the world; nor
could he have carried on his game upon mankind
without it. For if the priests had not believed that
they conversed with the gods, when really they con-
versed with the Devil; if they had been all let into
the secret, and made to propagate their religion as
a cheat upon the world, to which they were to have
been privy; if it had all been known to be, as it
really was, a conspiracy against heaven in favour of
the Devil, and with real design to impose upon and
damn the world, they would never have been